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ORIGIN EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO DOTE-OO 

EB-07 FMC-02 INR-07 NSAE-00 SAL-01 CG-00 DLOS-06 

OES-06 L-03 /054R 

DRAFTED BY EA/ANP : FITNELSON : RLW 
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020728 

R 27 1 848Z AUG 76 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY SUVA 
INFO AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 

UNCLAS STATE 213448 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SENV, PLOS, NH 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENT COOLIDGE SALVAGE 

DEPARTMENT RECEIVED FOLLOWING LETTER FROM MARITIME 
ADMINISTRATION CONCERNING SALVAGE OF SS PRESIDENT 
COOLIDGE. THE LETTER IS DATED AUGUST 20, 1976. QUOTE: 

THIS RESPONDS TO YOUR LETTER OF AUGUST 3, 1976, CONCERNING 
SALVAGE OF THE WRECK OF THE SS PRESIDENT COOLIDGE WHICH 
SUNK OFF THE ISLAND OF ESPIRITU SANTO. YOUR LETTER STATES 
THAT IN ORDER TO PROCEED WITH THE SALVAGE OPERATIONS, THE 
BRITISH AND FRENCH RESIDENT COMMISSIONERS IN THE NEW 
HEBRIDES HAVE REQUESTED THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT TO 
RELINQUISH TITLE TO METALLIC BALLAST ON THE SUNKEN SHIP, 
TITLE TO THE BALLAST HAD BEEN RETAINED BY THE UNITES STATES 
UNDER THE ORIGINAL SHIP SALES CONTRACT. 
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PRESENCE OF LEAD OR OTHER METALLIC BALLAST ON THE WRECK OF 
THE SUNKEN SS PRESIDENT COOLIDGE. THEREFORE, IN ORDER TO 
FACILITATE SALVAGE OPERATIONS, THE MARITIME ADMINISTRATION 
HEREBY RELINQUISHES TITLE TO AND WAIVES AND AND ALL RIGHTS 
AND INTEREST IT HAS IN THE METALLIC BALLAST WHICH MAY BE 

FOUND ABOARD THE WRECK OF THE SUNKEN SS PRESIDENT 
COOLIDGE. SINCERELY. BURT KYLE, DIRECTOR, OFFICE 
OF DOMESTIC SHIPPING. END QUOTE. 

COPY OF LETTER AIR MAILED TO EMBASSY. YOU MAY INFORM 
NEW HEBRIDES AUTHORITIES. KISSINGER 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SALVAGE, PRESIDENT COOLIDGE USS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 27 AUG 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976STATE213448 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: HTNELSON:RLW 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760328-0951 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 976/newtext/tl 976081 1/aaaaajat. tel 

Line Count: 73 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN EA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ullricre 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 31 MAR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <31 MAR 2004 by ReddocGW>; APPROVED <27 JAN 2005 by ullricre> 

Review Markings: 
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Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 
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